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DETAILED ACTION 

Drawings 

The subject matter of this application admits of illustration by a drawing to 
facilitate understanding of the invention. Applicant is required to furnish a drawing 
under 37 CFR 1 .81 (c). No new matter may be introduced in the required drawing. 
Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in 
the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.121(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-7, 9-14, 17-23 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Berberich et al. (US Patent No.: 6819231 B2). 

In regard to Claim 1, Berberich et al. disclose a rear vision device for a motor 
vehicle (Figures 3, 9 and Column 1, Lines 6-12), comprising: 

a video camera (Column 5, Lines 29-30) intended to be integrated fixedly at a 
rear of a motor vehicle (Column 6, Lines 14-23 and Figure 9), 
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a flap (Cover 19) mounted so as to be able to move between a closed position 
and an open position (The cover 9 can move between an open position to reveal the 
lens and a closed position to cover the lens, Column 6, Lines 13 to 59; Figures 4-6) in 
which said flap is disposed respectively in front of and away from a lens of the video 
camera (The cover 19 can move between an open position to reveal the lens and a 
closed position to cover the lens, Column 6, Lines 13 to 59; Figures 4-6), and 

drive means (drive mechanism 18) able to drive the flap (cover 19) in movement 
between the closed position and the open position (Column 6, Lines 13 to 59; Figures 
4-6), 

the flap (cover 19) comprising pivoting means (the cover 19 is arranged rotatably 
on pivoting means) defining a pivot axis and allowing passage from one position to 
another (Figures 4-6), 

wherein the flap (cover 19) also comprises: 

a curved part (The cover 19 has a curved part); and 

articulation arms (21), 

the articulation arms (21) being fixed to the curved part and the pivoting means 
(Looking at Figures 4-6, it is evident that the articulation arms are rotatably fixed to the 
curved part and the pivoting means). 

In regard to Claim 2, Berberich et al. disclose the rear vision device according to 
claim 1, wherein the pivot axis is coaxial with respect to an axis corresponding to a 
curvature of a concave face of the curved part (Figures 4-6). 
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Regarding Claim 3, Berberich et al. disclose the rear vision device according to 
claim 1, wherein the flap (cover 19) also comprises a means of transmitting a movement 
generated by the drive means (drive mechanism 18), the transmission means being 
fixed to the flap (The drive mechanism 18 causes the cover to open and close and is 
fixed to the flap, Figure 5 and Column 6, Lines 13-59). 

In regard to Claim 4, Berberich et al. disclose the rear device according to claim 
3, wherein the transmission means is provided on one of the articulation arms (The 
articulation arms (guides 21) enable the movement of the cover 19, Column 6, Lines 
13-59). 

In regard to Claim 5, Berberich et al. disclose the rear vision device according to 
claim 3, wherein the transmission means is made in one piece with the flap (All the 
parts are attached together to function as one piece, Figures 4-6). 

Regarding Claim 6, Berberich et al. disclose the rear vision device according to 
claim 1, further comprising elastic return means (spring element) able to drive the flap in 
movement from the open position to the closed position (The spring element presses 
the cover 19 downwards into the closed position, Column 6, Lines 29-31). 
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In regard to Claim 7, Berberich et al. disclose the rear vision device according to 
claim 6, wherein the flap comprises a stop fixed to the flap, cooperating by locking 
contact with the elastic return means (The reference discloses that there is a locking 
(stop) mechanism present that locks the flap/cover contact with the elastic return means 
when in the closed position, Column 4, Lines 3-15). 

Regarding Claim 9, Berberich et al. disclose the rear vision device according to 
claim 1, wherein the drive means are able to immobilize the flap in at least one 
intermediate position between the closed position and the open position (The flap/cover 
19 is deemed immobilized (not open or closed completely) from its use when the drive 
mechanism is in one of the intermediate positions (positions between completely open 
and completely closed) while moving on the toothed rack 23, Figures 4-6 and Column 
6, Lines 34-39). 

Regarding Claim 10, Berberich et al. disclose the rear vision device according to 
claim 1, wherein the drive means (18) comprise: 

an electric motor which is able to drive the flap in movement from the closed 
position to the open position (Electric motor 22, Column 6, Lines 34-35), elastic return 
means able to drive the flap in movement from the open position to the closed position 
(Spring force that aides in the opening and closing of the cover), and stop means able 
to stop the movement of the flap in the open position and in the closed position (There 
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is a stop means present that stops the movement of the cover 19 in the open and 
closed positions, Figures 4-6 and Column 6, Lines 13 to 59). 

Regarding Claim 11, Berberich et at. disclose the rear vision device according to 
claim 1, wherein the drive means comprise an electric motor of a stepping type 
(Toothed rack 23) which is able to drive the flap in movement between the closed 
position and the open position and to stop the movement of the said flap in the open 
position and in the closed position (There is a stop means present that stops the 
movement of the cover 19 in the open and closed positions, Figures 4-6 and Column 
6, Lines 13 to 59). 

In regard to Claim 12, Berberich et al. disclose the rear vision device according 
to claim 1, wherein the flap is able to be driven manually in movement between the 
closed position and a storage position situated beyond the open position, and wherein 
the said rear vision device comprises locking means able to immobilize the flap in the 
storage position (Column 6, Lines 33-34). 

With regard to Claim 13, Berberich et al. disclose the rear vision device 
according to claim 1, further comprising locking means able to lock the flap in the closed 
position in the absence of use of the drive means (Column 4, Lines 10-14). 
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In regard to Claim 14, Berberich et al. disclose the rear vision device according 
to claim 1, wherein the flap is mounted so as to be able to move through a slot provided 
in a support (camera housing), and wherein the said rear vision device comprises 
sealing means (41, Figure 6) able to seal a space between the flap and the support 
(Column 6, Lines 54-59). 

Regarding Claim 17, Berberich et al. disclose the rear vision device according to 
claim 1, further comprising cleaning means (cleaning element 40) able to wipe an 
external lens of the video camera during the movement of the flap between the closed 
position and the open position (Figure 5 and Column 6, Lines 47-49). 

In regard to Claim 18, Berberich et al. disclose the rear vision device according 
to claim 1, further comprising a transparent protective screen able to protect the lens of 
the video camera (Claim 16), and cleaning means (cleaning element 40) able to wipe 
the said protective screen when the flap moves between the closed position and the 
open position (Figure 5 and Column 6, Lines 47-49). 

With regard to Claim 19, Berberich et al. disclose the rear vision device 
according to claim 18, wherein an external surface of the protective screen is 
substantially parallel to a movement path of the flap (Figures 4-6), and wherein the 
cleaning means comprise a scraper seal which is fixed to a distal end of the flap and 
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which is able to cooperate by sliding contact with the said external surface of the 
protective screen (Figure 5 and Column 6, Lines 47-49). 

In regard to Claim 20, Berberich et al. disclose the rear vision device according 
to claim 18, wherein an external surface of the protective screen is substantially parallel 
to a movement path of the flap and wherein the cleaning means consist of a projecting 
part of a distal seal of the flap, a projecting part (cleaning means 40) which is able to 
cooperate with by sliding contact with the said external surface of the protective screen 
(Figure 5 and Column 6, Lines 47-49). 

In regard to Claim 21, Berberich et al. disclose the rear vision device according 
to claim 1, wherein the flap is mounted so as to be able to move with respect to a 
support on which the video camera is mounted fixedly (Figures 4-6). 

Regarding Claim 22, Berberich et al. disclose the rear vision device according to 
claim 1, wherein the flap (cover 19) is mounted so as to be able to move with respect to 
a protective cover for the drive means (The drive means 18 has a protective cover on it 
as evidenced from Figures 4-6. The cover 19 moves with respect to the protective 
cover, Figures 4-6). 

In regard to Claim 23, Berberich et al. disclose the rear vision device according 
to claim 1, wherein the flap is produced from transparent material (Claim 16). 
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Regarding Claim 25, Berberich et al. disclose a motor vehicle, comprising at 
least one rear vision device according to claim 1 (Figures 4-6 and 9). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Berberich et al. (US Patent No.: 6819231 B2) as applied to claims 1 and 6-7 above . 

Regarding Claim 8, Berberich et al. disclose a locking/stop means for fixing the 
flap and locking contact with the elastic return means as disclosed above in claim 7. 
However, Berberich et al. do not explicitly disclose that the stop is made in one piece 
with the flap (cover). Official notice is taken by the examiner on the being in one piece 
with the cover of the rear vision device. It would have been obvious and well-known to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate a stop in one 
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piece with the cover of the rear vision device, because there would have to be some 
form of stop means present on the flap itself in order to be able to lock it down with the 
rest of the rear vision device when in the closed position. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 15-16 and 24 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PRITHAM PRABHAKHER whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-1 1 28. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30-5:00) Alt Friday's 
Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571)272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/David L. Ometz/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 2622 

Pritham David Prabhakher 
Patent Examiner 

Pritham.Prabhakher@uspto.gov 
/Pritham Prabhakher/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



